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To the Reverend. 


Dr. 8 N A P E. , 5 


by 


| Reverend Sir, 


SITE ERE IG A of 
| your Acquaintance 3 or cou d 
hope you wou'd returd an An- 
BY ſwer to the private Addreſs of 
an Unknown; or were the dub. 
TY of leſs Conſequence to the 'Publick 
Tranquillity, and the Conſciences of Parti: 
cular Perſons ;* ou ſhot?d not hive receiv d 


the Trouble d a Letter in Print. from 4 


nameleſs Perſon, in no wiſe fond of enga- 

ging with ſuch a Maſter of Learning and 
Eloquence, but only deſirous of better In. 
formation concerning ſeven or eight Lines, 
which ſeveral; beſidè myſelf, want Skill to 
conſtrue in the Place Ar they ſtand, and 
to accommodate to a'Reftoration Sermon. 
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Edition of your ingenious Diſcourſe on that 
Jccalion'z-- where you are pleaſed to tell us, 
that King Charles I. was © the fartheſt from 
_ © purſuing thoſe Arbitrary and Deſtructive 


* Meaſures, in which his unhappy Son, by 


* the Advice of treacherous Counſellors, 
* was ſo deeply engaged, as to make a ſub. 
2 ſequent Change of the Government neceſ- 
ſary and unavoidable: But no ſuch threat- 
© ning Projects to Religion and Liberty were 
formed under the Father's Government. 
Which Words, in our Apprehenſion, imply, 
or in effect affirm. that Arbitrary and Deſtru- 


Give Meaſures, Projects that THREATEN 


Religion and Liberty, make a Change of the Go- 
ver ment NECESSARY and N AVOIDA- 
BLE. Lhope, Sir, I have done you no Inju- 
Ty in laying down this Propoſition, ſince all 
the Words are your own, and not wrelted 
to a Senſe different from that in ieh you 
uſe them. What Uſe your Enemies will make 
of them I know; not, and ſhould be ſorry if 
they meet with ſo ſeyere a Comment, as the 
Biſhop, you. Adxerſary, puts upon the Cloſe 
of your Tetter to biw. But it is the Applica 
tion that makes the Satyr; my Deſign is not 
to look forward but — 2 
ten as neceſſary, as for a Traveller, who has 
wander'd into a narrow Lane that leads to a 
Preci pice, to retrace his Steps, if he deſires to 
arrive in Safety at his Journey's End. I 
dt 3 11. 
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this being of. 


© They are in the 20th Page of theSeventh 
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tk $4 
l 8 | ; 72 1 2) a ro 0 
mean, therefore, only to obſerve, that it ap; 
' I pears to be your Opinion, = 25 3 I 

Iſt, That Reſiſtance of Sovereign Prins | 

ces, if the King of England be one, is not 
abſolutely Unlawful, For in ſome Caſes, as 
when Religion and Liberty rs Threaten 207 
Arbitrary and Deſtructive Meaſures purſued, 
a Change of the Governor, for I do not think 
you meant a Change of the Government, as 
this ſignifies the Conſtitut ion, (tho the other 
may happen in its Conſequences to amount 
g to this) is Neceſſary and Daavoidable. 
”  þ 241y, That this was not the Caſe with re- 
, ſpe& to K. Charles I. but it was in relation to 
1 K. James II. and therefore the Reſiſtance, qr 
Non-Aſſi ſtance, (for they are in effect the ſame 


nn the Inſtances under our Conſideration; for 
which reaſon, and to avoid diſputing about 


Words, I ſhall comprize both under the 
Word Defection) was not Lawful in the 
former, but was ſo in the latter Caſe. 
I chooſe: the Word DefeFion, becauſe 
fome Advocates for Paſſive Obedience 
think themſelves abſolv'd, when they can 
ſay, they did not Reſiſt their Prince, tho 
they .remain'd Neuters when he did not 
pleaſe them; forbearing to give him that 
- Aid and Aſſiſtance, which was fuitable to 
their Stations and Circumſtances. And in 
my Apprehenſion, if there be ſuch a thing as 
Natural Allegiance, much more if it be 
farther bound upon the Conſcience by an 
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(4). 
Oath, he who does not aſſiſt his Prince when 
invaded by Foreigners, or Rebels, as well as 
he who aQually reſiſts by taking up Arms a. 
gainft him, violates his Allegiance, and is 
ilty of Defecł ion from his Lawful Sovereign. 
| For in this Caſe, rot to hinder when we can, 
is equivalent to approving. AS to the Words 
Neceſſaryand Unavoidable, they are Expreſſi. 
ons of great Latitude, ſo that it is not eaſy to 
define them. Every Man uſes them according 
to his Fancy, and ſhou'd therefore ſay what 
he means by them. . You tell us indeed (p. 17.) 
that the morſt Conſequence of Habitual Sin is 
the almoſt inevitable NECESSITY of Sinning 


one But ſure you do not mean that this is 


either the Original or Subſequent Neceſſity of 
our Change of Government. No; that was the 
molt Deplorable of all thoſe Calamities, from 
which the Reſtoration freed us: Somewhat 
elſe muſt for this reaſon be underſtood by 
Neceſſary and Unavoidable. In general, 
they denote certain Mears in order to ſome 
End: The Aptitude of thoſe Means to this 
End, and the Impoſſibility of attaining 
it without them, being that which renders 
them. Neceſſary and Unavoidable. But 
then, the Lawfulneſs both of the End and 
Means is to be conſider'd, before either can 
be allow'd Neceſſary ; For Sinful Actions 
can never be neceſſary, either as End or 
Means; they are avoidable by Suffering, 
tho it be to Death; which is often ne- 
beſſary to a Chriſtian, who is not licens d 
* 8 to 


Do” 


to do Evil that Good may come, and is un» 
der a Neceſſity not to Speak, much leſs to 
Do wickedly for GOD, who has no Need of 
the Sinful Man. Again, Lawful and Juſt 
Neceſſity, with reſpect to the Subject, not 
the Cauſe, (for a Perſon may Lawfully ſub. 
mit to what another cannot Lawfully 
force him to) ſeems to me to import 
the Doing, or rather Suffering ſomething 
againſt our Will ; as Cutting off a Limb, to 
ſave our Life; Submitting to a leſs Evil, to 
avoid a greater; to Temporal Evils, ta 
eſcape Spiritual and Eternal; to Loſs and 
Pain, that we may keep our Conſciences 
inviolable, free from Sin; which, becauſe 
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f it is the greateſt Evil, can never be Eligible 

in any Circumſtances. | 

Temporal Proſperity is not neceſſary to a 
Chriſtian: According to the Tenour of the 

Goſpel, Chaſtiſements, Afflictions, and 

, Perſecutions for Righteouſneſs ſake, are more 

8 certain Evidences of his Father's Love, and 

5 more proper to qualify. him for a Crown of | 
-, Glory : They are made light and eaſy, by | 
$ entitling him to a future Reward, far ex- | 
0 ceeding the momentary Preſſure; by a pre- | 
J ſent inward Joy, and inexpreſſible Satisfaction, 1 
n which every one, who has a juſt Claim ta | 
IS the Name of Chriſtian, muſt needs preferr | 
r before all the Power, and Affluence, and Jol. 

F lity of this World. And therefore the 

7 Chriſtian's Self Preſervation, ſuperſeding all 


other 


* 


other Obligations, conſiſts. in ſecuring the 
Favour of God, which is better than Life; 
Aſſured of this, he can ſafely and chearfully 
truſt Providence for all the reſt ; depending 
on GOD's Promiſes to his Church in gene- 
Tal, and to every fincere Member of it in 


ol 


particular. | FE] 
I am not ignorant, that Men have twen- 
ty Neceſſeties of a very different kind. The 
Rich Man finds it zeceſſary to keep up his 
Figure, by living as. luxuriouſly as his 
Neighbours; and this leaves him no Super- 
flaities out of his Abundance, for the Poor : 
Alas, Poor Man! he has no more than is 
neceſſary for himſelf. ' Another abhorrs 
Drunkenneſs, it makes him fick -- but he 
can't keep Company but on this Condition; 
it is by the Cuſtom of tbe World become 
Neceſſary and Onavoidable, Same defire only 
ro maintain themſelves and Families accord- 
ing to their Rank, but they want Means to 
do it; Knavery is the readieſt way, and fo 
it becomes Neceſſary. Others enjoy Places 
and Preferments Civil and Eccleſiaſtical ; 
their Conſciences boggle at ſome Oaths ; 
--- but Swearing is a Neceſſary Evil ;--they and 
their Wives: and Children muſt not ſtarve, 
A Highwayman cannot, or at leaſt will not 
work, and is aſhamed to beg; he thinks it 
. Neceſſary to take his Bread where he can find 
it. Once more; Man being a Free Agent, is 
under no Invincible Neceſſity; but lives here 
| | in 


(3) 
in 4 State of Tryal and Probation, invited 
and called upon to. ovey, by the ſtrongeſt Obliga- 
tions bothof Intereſt and Duty 5 but tempted to 
diſobey, by outward ObjeFs, and inward Luſts. 
(Sermon, p. 8.) Yet ſuch is his Diſcretion, 
ſuch a Wiſe Ufe does he make of his Liberty, 
the Generality, even of thoſe, who live in 
Chriſtendom, put themſelvez into ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, as render the Choice of Evil 
and Death, Neceſſary and Unqvoidable ! 
I I do not ſuppoſe, Sir, that you wou'd 
| juſtify or excuſe ſuch Neceſſities as theſe ; 
and therefore beg to know what you mean 
by Neceſſary and Unavoidable. For, if the 
Change of, Government at the Revolution 
was ſo in any tolerable: Senſe, it was not 
barely Excuſable in the Inſtruments, but 
highly Meritorious ; or, in the Words of 
that ſtrenuous, and only conſiſtent Aﬀertor 


on — 


; of Revolution Principles, Biſhop, Hoadly, 

he who purſued Arbitrary and Deſtructive 
; Meaſures, might * be oppoſed, not only. 
. without the Shadow of a Crime, but with 
5 * Hommr and Glory. (Sermon on Rome. xiii.) 
; * An Univerſal Reſiſtance, in order to fave. 
: a Nation and Poſterity from Ruin, is fo: 
2 far from bordering, or looking toward Sin, 
« that it is Vertue and Honour. The wilful 
- © and ſupine Neglecting to do it, is the Part 
© which looks toward Vice. (Anſw. to Dr. 4. 
5 p. 156.) It ſeems, it muſt be UNIVERSAL 
b Reſiſtance ; for then, without doubt, it is Sa- 


feſt, 


feſt, and conſequently Lawful and Metito- 


rious ! Indeed ro Common Underſtandings 
there appears no Medium; the DefeFior in 
1688 was either a very good, or a very wic- 


ked Action. 


4 


So much has been ſaid againſt Reſiſtance 


by Divines of the Church of England, as 

well as others, (and all that can be ſaid for 

it, again and 1 inculcated by Biſhop 
C 


Hoadly, of whi you are no doubt ap- 
prized) that it is not neceſſary, and won'd 


be tedious to you, Sir, and other Readers, 
and no acceptable Work to myſelf, to repeat 


what they have written upon the Subject. I 


ſhall therefore only obſerve, from what has 


been already ſaid in this Letter, that the 
Neceſſity of Reſiſtance depends upon the 
Lawfulneſs, but the Lawfulneſs does not a- 
riſe nor follow from the * e or appa- 
rent Neceſſity. For, as God does not neceſſi- 
tate us to be Good, (Serm. p. 9.) tis certain he 
is far from neceſſitating us to do Evil. If the 


only Reaſon that renders Reſiſtance Law ful 
in any Caſe, is its being Neceſſary and Un. 
avoidable, no Man, who believes a Provi- 
dence, can ſay, that Reſiſtance is the ezly 
Medium to Safety, let the Extremity be 
ever ſo great: No Man, who believes 
that the Wrath of Man ſhall praiſe GOD, 
and the Remainder of Wrath fhall He reſtrain ; 
altho' for a while He ſuffers the Sons of 


Violence to proſper, to inſult Hzs Inheri- 


* tance, 
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« tance,” to oppreſs His Ele&, and to lay 
waſte His Dwelling-Place; that believes 


* 


* 


Beloved Children 3 — that :e / do but exe- 
cute His Decrees, whilſt they are PERSE- 
CUTTING His Saints ; — and that when Hrs 
* Work is done, He will interpoſe with a 
* ſtretched out Arm, to baffle their Devices, 
and confound their Malice. (Serm. p. 3.) 
The plain and known Import of the Word 


Abſolute, is, unlimited, unconditional, not 


clogg'd or reſtrain'd by any one Exception 
gor Reſerve.“ (Leiter to the Biſhop of Bangor, 
p 25. Edit. 4.) Therefore, Abſolnte Paſſive O- 
bedience, with an Exception in favour of the 
Revolution, a Poſition one has ſometimes 


mer with, is a Contradiction in Terms. For 
the Doctrine of Non. Reſiſtance, as it Was 
formerly taught, and before the Diſtinctions, 


Limitations, &c. with which it has been 
gloſs'd almoſt theſe thirty Tears, were thought 


of, is ſo inconſiſtent with the Revolution, that 


after all the Pains and Subtilty that have been 
uſed to reconcile them, the one or other of 
them ought to be given up by every honeſt 


Man. Biſhop Hoadly was aware of this, and 
therefore labours to prove Refiſtance Law ful 


in ſome Caſes, in order to ſhew it neceſſary in 


that: He does not think it ſufficient to Excuſe, 
or Submit to it as what could not be help'd; 


* | he 


they are the Inſtruments of His Vengeance, 
the Scourges wherewith He corrects His 
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preme Authority totally ceaſes, Government 


(23S) 


he carries it much farther. For, if (ſays 6d 


he) it be not plainly Lawful or Eligible, N ve 


no Chriſtian ought in Conſcience to venture W 25 


upon it; but if it be, it muſt be alſo Ho- ric 
© nourable and Glorious, © - is 


There is another conſiderable Difficulty, W vt 


as to a Change of Government's being Neceſ- W ful 
Sary and Onavoidable; and that is, who W oa 
ſhall be Judge? Caſes of Neceſſity muſt I on. 
either be determin'd by Lawful Authority, W i» 


and this Caſe in particular by the Supreme I A. 


Power, as being of higheſt Conſequence to D. 
the Nation; or elſe it muſt be left to every I th 
Man's Private Conſcience, One does not Wl ir 
ſee how it can be determin'd by Authority; 


becauſe Changing the Goverament ſets In 
aſide, all Authority in being; unleſs the C 


Laws have expreſly declared, upon what b. 
Occaſion, and in what Circumſtances, the Wl y: 


Supreme Authority ſhall be transferr'd from 
one hand ta another. Now, if the Su— 


ceaſes with it : Sovereign and Subject being 
Relative Terms, and a Laſt Reſort of the 
very Nature and Eſſence of Government : 
Every Governor, as ſuch, and ſo far as his 
Authority extends, being in the Reaſon and 
Nature of things unaccountable to his Sub- 
jects, or to any but a Common Superior, 
if ſuch an one there be. In which Cafe, the 


contending Parties can no longer be con. 
ſider'd 


( 


ys fider'd as Governors and Governed, as So- 
e, ¶ vereign and Subject, But as Equals; fo far 


re Nas they may appeal to a Common Supe- 
o- W rior, they are in a State of Equality, which 
Wis a State of Anarchy, if it extends to a 
y, whole Nation. Therefore, if it be Law. 


eſ- MY ful for the People, by taking up Arms a- 
ho cainſt the Prince, to appeal to GOD, the 
oſt Ny Ruler of Princes; it will be neceſſarß 
ty, io clear this Notion from the ObjeQion of 


ne Anarchy, which, we know, deſtroys all 


to Diſtincions, Rights, and Properties; for 


ry theſe depend upon Municipal Laws, which 
ot ¶ zre at an End when the Government 1s ſo. 

y; But, if the Laws are filent, and much 
ets W more if they expreſly declare againſt all 
he Changes and Alteration beyond what they 
nat ¶ have provided for; then is every one's pri- 


he EW rate Judgment the ſole Umpire of this 
Om NECESSITY ; if, after ſuch expreſs and 


Su- I imple Declarations, as ſome will tell you 
ent ¶ our Laws have made, and obliged the Sub- 
ng y to make likewiſe, any Man can think it 
Lzwful, (for otherwiſe it cannot be Neceſ- 
ary) to change the Government, Nor is 
the Caſe alter'd, by being determin'd by any 
Number of Men whatever, unleſs authoriz'd 
by Law: For if they are not a Legal, and 
therefore not an Authoritative Aſſembly ; 
it is ſtill but Private Judgment. A Multitude 


= Ws I poſition 


of Men, aſſembled without Law, or in Op- 
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poſition to it, tho they may gain Impunity 
by their Numbers, can never acquire Ay. 
thority: They are only a greater and more 
dangerous Riot, but are ſtil] no better than 
private Perſons, as to their Judgments and 
Determinations ; having no Right to con- 
clude for others, or to lay any Obligations on 
them. To grant them ſuch a Right, wou'd be 
yielding up much more, than I dare ſay, Sir, 
you will ever allow to Private Judgment. 
What will become of the Authority of 
GOD's Viceeerents in the State, if they. be 
thus ſubj⸗cked to their very Subjects ? If 
Private Perſons be exalted above their Ruler 
to ſo high a Degree, as to judge and deter- 
mine, whether or no he is their Sovereign, 
and they his Subjects? 

Government in the Church is in order to 
a Spiritual and Eternal End; and the Means 
of obtaining this End, the Diſ poſitions ne- 
ceſſary to qualify us for it, fo much out of 
Humane Cognizance, that the Governor 
cannot know, whether his Cenſures make 
Hypocrites, or fincere Chriſtians. The Bu- 
ſineſs of Salvation muſt be our own Werk; 
and every one 1s principally concern'd in 
it for himſelf, and not for another, Tis 
otherwiſe in reſpect of Civil Government; 
whoſe Buſineſs is with the Outward, not 
Inward Man; to hinder ill Men from burt- 
ing g others, whom none can hinder doing 


themſelyc: 


_ themſelves the greateſt Miſchief. If there. 
fore Government' be ſo neceſſary in the 


» 
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Church, and Private Judgment without, much 


more in ppoſetion to it, ſo dangerous, what 


muſt it be in the State, if allow'd to deter- 
mine the higheſt of all Points, in Civil Mat- 
ters, the Neceſſity of changing the Go- 
vernment ? : 
| paſs over the Word Threatned, which, as 
you uſe it, is alſo an Expreſſion of great Lati- 


tude, leaving Government very precarious. 


Fhreatnings-are not always executed, nor de- 
ſign'd to be ſo; they may do their Buſineſs, and 
be avoided at much leſs Expc<nce both to 


Prince and People, than by a Change of Go- 


vernment. They were afraid,ſaysthe Scripture, 
where no Fear was: Dangers are conjur'd up, 
and ſlight ones improv'd into formidable E- 
vils, by ſeditious Men and craity Politicians, 
who know how to impoſe upon the Honeſt 


and Unwary. Many Inſtances of which ap- 


pear in the Reign of King Charles I. in which 
Fears and Jealouſies were at as great a Height, 
as they cou'd poſſibly be in his Son's. 
But you will ſay, without Reaſon, as it is 
in your Sermon, paz. 20. Far be it from me 
to detract from the Character of that excel- 
lent Prince, as well as extraordinary Chri- 
ſtian, King Charles I. who was as Eminent 
for Publick as for Private Vertues, and un- 
der whoſe Government the Nation i 
F twelve 


(14) 
twelve Vears in the utmoſt Felicity, and might 
long have done ſo, had not ambitious and 
unquiet Spirits brought Ruin both on Kin 
and People. Vet, if we compare the Hiſtory 

of his Reign, and what molt of us may re- 
memher of his Son's, we ſhall find the ſame 
Clamours made in both, the ſame Umbrages 
given or taken, the ſame Principles vented 
and purſued, evil Counſellors accus'd, tho' 
their Maſters only ſuffer'd, (whom the Law 
ſeems to exempt, by giving it as a Maxim, 
that the King can do no Wrong ) and the 
fau'ty Miniſters eſcap'd. | | 

For Proof of this, we need only compare 
the Pelition and Remonſtrance, Dec. 1. 1641. 
which bore the Authority of a Houſe of Com- 
mont, with: the Memorial preſented to the 
Prince of Orange, and other Papers that came 
only from private Hands; nay, even with the 
Grievances the Convention complain'd of, and 
provided againſt in their Petition of Right, 
1688. The Men of Forty One complaining 
of imminent Ruin an Deſtruction, — miſ- 
chievons Devices for the Alteration of RELI- 
G ON aud GOVERNMENT, --- Proceedings 
evidently --- for the Advantage and Increaſe of 
POPERY. - acted by Jeſuites.--- and other 
Engineers and ' Faftors for Rome, --= ſo as to 
corrupt divers Biſhops, . Privy Counſellors, and 
Perſons of Txuſt about the King, the Prince, 
and the Royal Children, - the Inſurrect ion of 


Papiſts, x 


(15). 
Papiſte, not barely fear'd, but actually felt 
in- ae, by a blcody Maſſecre. So that in 
the Opinion of a Houſe of Commons, arbi- 
trary and deſtructive Meaſures were carry'd 
farther in the Reign of the Father, than in 
that of his unhappy Son : For Diſordesi did 
not meerly threaten ;, they had not only aſſanlt- 
ed, but even ove bed amid extinzuiſh'd the 
LIBE RTY, Peace and Proſperity of this 
Kingdom. 

You ſee, Sir, how abſolutely neceſſary it 
is to the Publick Tranquillity, the Gi of 
Private Conſciences, and the Salvation of 
Souls, to determine clearly and preciſely, fo 
as no boneſt, well-meaning Perſon may mi- 
ſtake, thoſe arbitrary and deſtructive Mea- 
ſures, which render a Change of Government 
Neceſſary and Unavoidable. For, however Ho- 
nourable and Glorious it may be, to reſiſt or 
deſert when Neceility requires; yet Unnece(- 
ſary Reſiſtance and Defc&ion is even by 
Biſhop Hoadly allow'd to be damnable. B.- 
ſide the preſent Contulion in which ir puts 
a Nation, the Blood and Rapine that attends 
it, the Violation of Laws, and many other 
Temporal Miſchiefs ; that which is moſt De- 
plorable in a Chriſtian View, is the Looſen- 
ing Mens Principles, and Hardening their 
Conſciences, by their endeavouring, not to 
act according to their Profeſſions, but to 
mould and form their Doctrines ſuitable to 


> their 
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their Practices and prefent Conveniency, their 


Unwillingneſs to be convinc'd of their Errors 
and Sins, and yet greater Unwillingneſs to 


retract, and repent of them. For it cannot 


be deny'd, how pertinaciouſly the Men, who 
threw off the Government of King Charles I. 


adhered to the Good Cauſe, the Bleſſed Work, 


and the Lord's Work, as they call'd it; how 
much they glory'd in it, even after the Re- 
ſtoration, and at the Hour of their Deaths! 
So that unleſs your accurate Pen gives us 
clearer and more infallible Marks of the Dif- 
ference between the Reaſons and the Ends 
of the Defection from King Charles, and from 
his unfortunate Son, we ſhall not be able to 
diſcern, why both were not equally Avoida- 
ble, or equally Neceſſary, But it will (till 


appear, as it does to many, a making very 


bold with the Almighty, in our Addreſſes to 


Him, and in what 1s deliver'd from the Pulpit 


in His Name; or, in the ſofteſt Words, an 


Trconſiſtency, to confeſs and deplore, as the 
moſt heinous Guilt, and keep a National 


Humiliation for the One, at the ſame time 
that we celebrate and give Thanks for the 
Other. Inſtead of exerting ourſclves againſt 
arbitrary and deſiruFive Meaſures only, and 


not preſuming at a Change of the Government, 


unleſs when it is zeceſſary and unavoidable; 
we ſhall (till be in Danger of being * fatally 
* mit]:d by the noiſy Clamour, and plauſible 

| Pretences 
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pretences of ſome. turbulent and, unruly 
Men, who complain loudly of thoſe Grie- 
vances they ean to make heavier, and 
« exprels a tender Concern for our Liberties, 
* when al they aim at, it, more effectually 
to enllave ms. (Serm. p. 19... 


© ThacAlmighty GOD, for wiſe and good 


ons, docs for ſome time bear with the 


2 


Inſtruments of Evil, and ſuffer them with- 
out Controul. to proceed to a, very great 
and ſurprizing Height of Impiety :? That 
there is a determinate Degree of Wicked 
'nels, beyond which the Divine Providence 


Cad Lang a a 


interpoſes to prevent the fatal Conſequences 


2 
oQ Ln, 


unlimited Power, join d with a malicious 
* Will, and brutal Diſpoſition to Miſchief;“ 
are Truths, which, if they had not been 


evident. before, you have, Sir, abundantly. 
proved: But whether the Jealouſies and 


3 


Diſcontents, which embroil'd the Reign of the 


Father, were more carſleſs than thoſe which 
dethron'd the Son, is. ſtill a Queſtion a- 
mong a great many Perſons of different 
Principles and Speculations: Tho 1 think 
all, or moſt, either heartily, or for Decency 


Sake, agree, that the former were carry d by 
much too far. The Names of the various 
Forms of Government, that follow'd the 
Defection from King Charles, were approv'd 


will not ſuffer them to paſs, but manifeſtly- . 


that wou'd follow from an unreſtrain'd; 


by 
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(18) 5 
by few, but thoſe who had or hop'd for a 
Share in the Management. Others, what. 
ever real Alteration. they made in the Go. 
vernment, were willing however to retain p 
the Names and Forms made uſe of in the 0 
Old Eſtabliſhment. They will not diſpute l v 
your being thankful, that tho' the Wrath p 

ſ 

} 


* of Man bad prevaild (in this Nation) 
© to an exceſſive high Degree, ſo as to mur- 
* der the Beſt of Kings, and overturn the | 
* Beſt of Conſtitutions ; it yet pleaſed GOD 
to reſtrain the Remainder of that Wrath, 1 
© by the Reſtoration of the Royal Family, ! 
and ſettling us again on (what we call) | 
our ancient Foundations. 3 | 
You alſo teach us how to diſtinguiſh Pro- 
widential Appointments from Ordinary Occur. . 
rences Or that which GOD barely permits, 
( becauſe He will not deſtroy His own Work, 
nor treat us like Neceſſary Agents, having 
made us free) from that which He approves - 
Who is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity 
with Approbation, or tolerate wicked Means 
for the Excellency of the End, to which in- 
deed they are no proper Medium, tho by His 
over-raling Power He brings Good out of 
Evil, notwithſtanding our Malice and Wick- 
edneſs. And therefore, you direct us to 
ſearch after GO D's Pleaſure, not in 2 
Train of lucky Accidents, or Succeſs of any 
Event, but in the Righteouſneſs of the boſe, 
| an 


pun wo 


ſtice and Holimeſs. 


- CF. 
and the Conformity of our Meaſures to Ju- 
. Por tho you do not ex- 
preſly mention the unayoidable Neceſſity 
of good Means, in order to good Ends; 1 
will not think ſo ill of you, as to ſup- 
poſe you can diſpenſe with them. Tho? 
ſome unguarded Expreflions ſhould be found 
here and there, Candor obliges us to over- 
look them in a Diſcourſe that ſo well vindi- 
cates Providence from the Scandal of Ape 


| proving what it barely Permits, and the 


Divine Purity and Juſtice in ſuffering the 
Way of the Wicked to proſper, and the 
Men to appear happy, who deal very trea- 
cherouſly, | 3 
Tis hop'd, we ſhall no more interpret 
Precepts by Events, but determine the Law- 
fulneſs of our Actious by their Uniformity 
to the Written Rule, and the Example of 
our Lord and Saviour, the only perfect Pat- 
tern: Not by the Authority and Practice of 
fallible, mortal Men, tho? ever ſo Learned, 


' ſo Great and Numerous, or in whatever 


Reputation for Wiſdom and Vertue. To 
the Law and to the Teſtimony; if they ſpeak 
not, nor act according to this Word, we 
may ſafely conclude there is no Health in 
them. F | 1 
It is by this Method only, that we can 


diſtinguiſh ſeditiaus Rulers and mort ſeditions 


Teachers, from thoſe Judges and Guides, who 
. D 2 do 


"TT, +. . 
do not abuſe the Authority Chriſt, has dele- 
gated to them, to ſatisfy. the Doubts of His 
People, and explain the Meaning of His Laws. 
We beg you therefore, Sir, to condeſcend 
to ſet us right, by clearing up the Difficulty 
complain d of thro' this Letter, and which 
ſtill remains, notwithſtanding all you have 
ſo well deliver'd about Providence, Juſtice, 
and Holineſs Generals, like the Sound of 
Bells, being apply'd according to every one's 
particular Humour, Prejudices, and Prepoſ- 
ſeſſions. e 
But Duty is of a rigid Nature, nat to be 
bent to the ſeeming Neceſſity of our Affairs, 
or modell'd by our Circumſtances and Con- 
veniency, or the Humour of the Times: It 
depends. upon thoſe immoveable Rules of 
Right and Wrong, and that ſtable Truth, 
which is the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and for 
ever, Divers Weights and divers Meaſures 
are in all Caſes an Abomination to the Lord. 
Not all the Learning and Eloquence, nor 
the Authority and Inſpiration of the great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, cou'd have brought 
him off in maintaining Inconſiſtencies. For 
FI build again (ſays he) the Things which 
I deſtroyd, I make myſelf a Tranſereſſor. 
Not that it is a Shame to confeſs our Faults, 
and acknowledge our Miſtakes ; nothing 
more Glorious, nothing more Neceſſary to the 
Quiet of our Conſciences, and future Hap». 


( 21 ) 


pineſs, beſide all leſſer and preſent Advan- 


tages. Tis a noble Conqueſt over the Pride 
of humane Nature, ſo. loth to own itſelf, 
or to have others think we are or have been 
in the Wrong, even when we know, or ve- 
hemently ſuſpe& ourſelves to be ſo. And 


yet it is no more than owning ourſelves 


Men; owning what the Wiſeſt and the Beſt 
are moſt ready to acknowledge. Of which 
we. have ſo many Examples in the Sacred 
Hiſtory, ſo many Models both of Private 
and Publick Confeſſions, that we need not 
be aſhamed to ſay with that Great and Gon 
Courtier, and Premier Miniſter, whom 
Proſperity. could not corrupt, and with 
whom Reaſon of State had no Weight, when 


contrary to Reaſon of Conſcience O Lord, 
to us belongs Confuſion of Face to our Kings, 


to our Princes, and to our Fathers; becauſe we 


have ſinned againſt thee. Among the many 


grievous Enormities with which GOD 
chargeth his People the Jews, theſe are not 


the leaſt; that Truth is periſhed and cut off- 
from their Months ; in which, it ſeems, they 


glory'd; for they ſaid, we have made Lyes 
our. Refuge, and under Falſhood have we hid 
ourſelves : Even the Prophets walk'd in Lyes; 
they ſlrengthen'd the Hands of the Evil-doers, 
that none did return from his Wickednefs ;, the 
Leaders of the People cauſed them to err; and 
they that are led of them, are deſtroy'd, 
FR SY es | „ 
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Therefore has GOD pronounced a Wo unto 
them that call Evil Good, and Good Evil; 
that put Darkneſs for Light, and Light for 
Darkneſs ; that are wiſe in their own Eyes, and 
prudent in their own Sight; who juſtify ths 
. Wicked for Reward, and take away the Righ. 
feouſneſs of the Righteous from him. Truth 
is of a Divine Nature, Simple and Eternal; 
it will not mix with Error. The Wrath 5 
GOD, ſays the Apoſtle, 7s reveal d from Hea- 
ven 11 all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſ- 
eſs of Men, who hold the Truth in Unrigh- 
reonſneſs. It may not be corrupted, nor ſo 
much as conceal'd by thoſe who are ſent to 
publiſh it. Wo be to fearful Hearts and faint 
Hands, and the Sinner that goeth two Ways. 
Wo to him that is faint-hearted ; for he believ- 
eth not; therefore ſhall he not be defended. 
The Spirit of the Goſpel is a Spirit of Simpli- 
city and Courage; it enables the Sincere 
Chriſtian to deſpiſe the World, not to be 
afraid of them who can do no more than 
kill the Body, but are not able to hurt the 
Soul. So that I make no doubt, but that you, 
Sir, and all the faithful Servants of Chriſt, 
who are not aſhamed of the Goſpel of GOD 
our Saviour, but dare truſt Him for Support 

under their Preſſures, and Deliverance out 

of them in His due time, will join with 
me in the Collect for the Day. 


Almighty 


(23) 85 
Almighty GO D, by whoſe Providence thy 
Servant John Baptiſt was wonderfully born, 
aud ſent to prepare the Way of thy Son our Sa- 
viour, by preaching of Repentance make us 
fo to follow his Doctrine and Holy Life, that 
we may truly repent according to his Preaching, 
and after his Example conſtantly ſpeak the 
Truth, boldly rebuke Vice, and patiently ſuffer 
for the Truth's Sate; thro Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 8 


"Lam; 


Z Reverend Sir, 
§. John Baprtiſt's s 
Day, 1717. 
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